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For a complete account of methods and revisions, see:
Clowes CD, Crampton JS , Bland KJ, Raine JI, Boyes AF, Campbell HJ, Crouch EM, Crundwell MP, 
Hudson N, Kennedy EM, MacFarlan DAB, Morgans HEG, Richards MD, Sagar MW. (2026). 
New Zealand Geological Timescale 2025. New Zealand Journal of Geology and Geophysics.
http://doi.org/10.1002/jgo2.70012

New Zealand Geological Timescale 2025 (NZGT 2025) is the first comprehensive 
update and revision of the New Zealand Geological Timescale in a decade. The 
criteria used to establish age ranges of New Zealand Stages within the NZGT have 
been reviewed, calibrated, and revised where required against the 2023/04 
International Chronostratigraphic Chart (Cohen et al. 2023) and the Geological 
Timescale GTS2020 (Gradstein et al. 2020). No new bespoke research was 
undertaken, although some previously unpublished biostratigraphic and isotopic 
data have been incorporated. Changes have been made to basal ages of 45 stages 
and substages since the previous timescale revision (NZGT 2015/1). Absolute 
changes to age ranges since the previous revision (NZGT 2015/1) are mostly ≤2% but 
a few, particularly in the Middle to Late Jurassic, are more significant.
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